An autopsy case of metastatic foci of hepatocellular carcinoma in adenomatous hyperplasias of the liver.
Adenomatous hyperplasia of the liver is known as a preneoplastic or early developmental stage of hepatocellular carcinoma, in which overt malignant foci occasionally develop. We have recently experienced an autopsy case (a 70-year-old male) of liver cirrhosis with hepatocellular carcinoma and two nodules of adenomatous hyperplasia. The latter two nodules contained several microscopic foci of moderately differentiated hepatocellular carcinoma. There were a number of tumor microemboli in portal vein branches within areas of adenomatous hyperplasia in addition to areas surrounding cirrhotic liver, some of which grew into the parenchyma of adenomatous hyperplasia and cirrhotic regenerative nodules. These findings and the fact that adenomatous hyperplasia contained portal tracts including portal venous branches, suggest that malignant foci in adenomatous hyperplasia contained portal tracts including represent metastases from hepatocellular carcinoma in other parts of the liver via the intrahepatic portal venous system.